Macular Degeneration Association Strategic Plan 2026-2027
Expanding Patient Education, Awareness, and Access to Resources
The Macular Degeneration Association (MDA) remains dedicated to improving the lives of individuals affected by macular degeneration and other vision-related diseases through comprehensive education, research support, patient advocacy, and community engagement. As part of its 2026-2027 Strategic Plan, the Association will focus on expanding and enhancing educational initiatives to ensure that patients, caregivers, families, and healthcare professionals have access to accurate, timely, and evidence-based information.
Strategic Objective: Development of Comprehensive Educational Resources
MDA is committed to creating and distributing a broad range of educational materials designed to address the diverse needs of individuals at every stage of their vision loss journey. These resources will be developed in collaboration with leading retina specialists, optometrists, low-vision experts, researchers, and healthcare professionals to ensure the highest standards of accuracy and relevance.
Educational resources will include:
· Patient education guides and disease-management handbooks 
· Informational brochures and fact sheets 
· Digital learning modules and online resources 
· Educational webinars and virtual conferences 
· Expert-led video presentations and interviews 
· Quarterly newsletters featuring research updates 
· Caregiver and family support materials 
· Low-vision rehabilitation and independent living resources 
· Treatment and clinical trial awareness materials 
· Vision preservation and healthy lifestyle education 
Strategic Objective: Increasing Access to Education
Recognizing that many individuals affected by vision loss face barriers to accessing healthcare information, MDA will continue to expand the availability of educational content through multiple platforms. Special emphasis will be placed on reaching underserved populations, including individuals who are homebound, reside in rural communities, have limited access to specialty care, or are unable to attend in-person programs.
The Association will leverage technology to deliver educational programming through virtual conferences, online video libraries, webinars, and digital publications, ensuring that critical information is accessible regardless of geographic location or mobility limitations.
Strategic Objective: Empowering Patients and Caregivers
MDA believes that informed patients are empowered patients. Through the development of clear, practical, and patient-centered educational materials, the Association seeks to equip individuals and their caregivers with the knowledge necessary to:
· Better understand their diagnosis and disease progression 
· Evaluate available treatment options and emerging therapies 
· Participate actively in discussions with healthcare providers 
· Adopt vision-preserving lifestyle strategies 
· Access support services and low-vision resources 
· Maintain independence and improve quality of life 
Strategic Objective: Advancing Awareness and Research Communication
As new treatments, technologies, and scientific discoveries continue to emerge, MDA will serve as a trusted source of information by translating complex medical and research findings into understandable and actionable educational content. The Association will continue to highlight advancements in clinical research, emerging therapies, assistive technologies, and innovative approaches to vision care.
Additionally, MDA will work to increase public awareness of macular degeneration, geographic atrophy, diabetic eye disease, and other retinal conditions through educational campaigns, community outreach initiatives, and partnerships with healthcare organizations and industry leaders.
Strategic Objective: Measuring Impact and Growth
Throughout 2025, MDA will evaluate the effectiveness of its educational initiatives by monitoring program participation, resource utilization, patient engagement, and audience feedback. These metrics will help guide future program development and ensure that educational offerings continue to meet the evolving needs of the vision-loss community.
Commitment to the Future
The Macular Degeneration Association remains steadfast in its mission to fund innovative research while providing education, support, and resources that improve quality of life today, tomorrow, and in the future. Through the implementation of this strategic plan, MDA will continue to expand its reach, strengthen patient education efforts, and ensure that individuals affected by vision loss have access to the information, resources, and support necessary to live fuller, more independent lives.
